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One SouthCoast Navigator is the official news publication of One SouthCoast Chamber

New Bedford Office:  
25 Elm Street, Suite 101
New Bedford, MA 02740 
(508) 999.5231 • fax (508) 999.5237

Fall River Office:  
200 Pocasset Street 
Fall River, MA 02721 
(508) 676.8226 • fax (508) 675.5932

General inquiries:  info@onesouthcoast.com

Chamber Staff:

CEO, Michael O’Sullivan 
Vice President of Finance & Operations, Dorothy Botelho, IOM 
Vice President of Corporate Member Engagement & Sponsorships, Kimberly Coroa Moniz
Vice President of Marketing & Events, Katie Greene
Vice President of Public Policy, Ian Trombly
Director of Membership & Retention, Clifford Athouriste
Marketing & Communications Coordinator, Hunter Tackett
Executive Director, Southeastern Massachusetts Visitors Bureau, Chrisane Tyrell
Executive Director, Viva Fall River, Patti Rego
Executive Director, Fall River Arts and Culture Coalition (FRACC), Ashley Occhino

2025 OFFICERS & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Executive Committee:   

• Chair: Rose Lopes, Sylvia Group
• Immediate Past Chair: Eileen Migliozzi, St. Anne's Credit Union
• Treasurer:  Matthew Schondek, Fall River Municipal Credit Union
• Vice Chair-Government Affairs: Paul Chasse, REALTOR® Association of Southeast-

ern Massachusetts
• Vice Chair-Small Business: Curtis Nelson, Nelson Insurance & Financial Services
• Vice Chair-Governance Committee: Doug Glassman, SERVPRO 
• Vice Chair-One SouthCoast Chamber Foundation: Carl Sawejko, Sawejko Commu-

nications
• Vice Chair-Diversity, Equity & Inclusion: Gail Fortes
• At Large: William Burns, Southcoast Health System
• At Large: Kim Perry, Waring-Sullivan Funeral Home

Members of the Board of Directors:

Terms to Expire in December 2025:

• Dugan Becker, SouthCoast Wind
• Paul Chasse, REALTOR® Association of Southeastern Massachusetts
• Peter Daley, People Incorporated       

• Eileen Migliozzi, St. Anne’s Credit Union
• Monte Ferris, Venus de Milo
• Gail Fortes, YWCA of Southeastern Massachusetts
• Doug Glassman, SERVPRO of Dartmouth/New Bedford & Marion / Middleboro
• Gary P. Howayeck, Law Office of Gary Howayeck, PC
• Anthony Medeiros, Mechanics Cooperative Bank
• Curtis Nelson, Nelson Insurance & Financial Services
• Arti Pacheco, New York Life
• Kim Perry, Waring-Sullivan Funeral Home

Terms to Expire in December 2026:

• William Burns, Southcoast Health System 
• Mike Bushell, St. Anne’s Hospital
• Stephen W. Connulty, Paul & Dixon Insurance
• Catherine Dillon, BankFive    
• Charlie Fellows, Lafrance Hospitality
• Jeffrey Glassman, Darn It, Inc.
• Jeff Pagliuca, Bristol County Savings Bank
• Marie Pellegrino, BayCoast Bank
• Derek Santos, New Bedford Economic Development Council
• Matt Zenni, Liberty Utilities 

Terms to Expire in December 2028:

• Nathan Araujo, Advance Career Services
• Kevin Carando, Acushnet Company
• Barbara Casagrande, AHEAD
• Dr. Mark Fuller, UMass Dartmouth 
• Cindy Ko, Cindy Ko Photography
• Rose Lopes, Sylvia Group
• Lynne Mastera, Precix
• Douglas Rodrigues, D. E. Rodrigues & Company, Inc.
• Carl Sawejko, Sawejko Communications
• Matthew Schondek, Fall River Municipal Credit Union
• Bernadette Souza, Youth Opportunites Unlimited

The Massachusetts Small Business Center (MSBDC) Network provides one-to-
one free comprehensive and confidential services focusing on, business growth 
and strategies, financing and loan assistance as well as strategic, marketing and 
operational analysis. In addition, low cost educational training programs are offered 
across the state targeted to the needs of small business.

Massachusetts Small Business Development Center Network
200 Pocasset Street, Fall River, MA 02721

Phone: (508) 673.9783   Fax: (508) 674.1929
www.msbdc.org

www.facebook.com/msbdc





The Value of one southcoast chamber membership

Joining One SouthCoast Chamber, 
which covers a region of  19 cities and 
towns along the South Coast, brings 
a wealth of  opportunities and bene-
fits for businesses, professionals, and 
the community at large. The Chamber 
serves as a vital bridge between busines-
ses, government, and residents, ensuring 
sustainable economic growth and a th-
riving commercial environment. Below 
are some of  the key values of  Chamber 
membership:

1. Business Networking and Collabo-
ration
• Members gain access to a robust 

network of  local business owners, 
professionals, and potential clients.

• Networking events, mixers, and 
industry-specific meetings provide 
valuable opportunities to establish 
partnerships.

• Encourages collaboration among 
businesses, fostering local supply 
chains and cooperative initiatives.

2. Economic Growth and Business 
Advocacy
• The Chamber represents business 

interests at the local, state, and fede-
ral levels, advocating for policies that 
benefit commerce.

• Supports business-friendly initiati-
ves, infrastructure projects, and 
legislation that enhance economic 
development.

• Works closely with government 
agencies to streamline regulations 
and foster a business-friendly clima-
te.

3. Community Engagement and 
Visibility
• Membership increases business cre-

dibility and visibility within the local 
community.

• Chamber events and sponsorship 
opportunities allow businesses to 
gain exposure and demonstrate 
community support.

• Participation in community service 
initiatives strengthens relationships 
with local residents and enhances a 
company’s reputation.

4. Educational and Professional De-
velopment
• Offers workshops, seminars, and 

training programs on topics such as 
marketing, finance, leadership, and 
technology.

• Provides access to mentorship and 
peer advisory groups for professio-
nal growth.

• Keeps members informed about 
industry trends, regulatory changes, 
and market opportunities.

5. Marketing and Promotional Bene-
fits
• Members receive promotional 

opportunities through Chamber 
website, directory, e-newsletters, and 
social media and more.

• Increased credibility through Cham-
ber membership helps attract more 
customers and clients.

6. Access to Exclusive Resources and 
Discounts
• Your Chamber offers member-only 

discounts on business services, insu-
rance programs, 

• Members can leverage Chamber affi-
liations for cost-saving partnerships 

and financial incentives.
• Access to business grants, funding 

resources, and workforce deve-
lopment programs to strengthen 
operations.

7. Tourism and Hospitality Growth
• The Chamber plays a key role in 

promoting local tourism by highligh-
ting attractions, events, and hospita-
lity businesses.

• Encourages economic diversification 
by supporting restaurants, hotels, 
and entertainment venues.

• Assists in marketing the region as 
a destination for visitors, boosting 
local revenue.

• 
8. Strengthening the Local Economy
• The Chamber drives local business 

patronage, encouraging residents 
and businesses to support one 
another.

• By fostering entrepreneurship and 
supporting small businesses, the 
Chamber enhances job creation and 
economic sustainability.

• Helps attract new businesses and 
investments to the region, strengthe-
ning the economic foundation of  
each city.

Membership in One SouthCoast Cham-
ber is a strategic investment for any 
business or professional looking to 
thrive in this dynamic and interconnec-
ted marketplace. By leveraging networ-
king opportunities, advocacy, education, 
and promotional support, Chamber 
members contribute to a vibrant and 
prosperous local economy.

Sincerely,

Mike O'Sullivan 
CEO
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Celebrity Dinner and
Scholarship Awards

Sponsored by

Dinner: 6 pm
Venus de Milo, Swansea, MA
$150 per person/$1,500 table of 10
Pre-sale only | For tickets, visit 
onesouthcoast.com/celebritydinner
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STATE OF

Wednesday, April 2, 2025

11:30 am - 1 pm

Fall River Country Club

BUSINESS
MAYOR PAUL COOGANwith

FALL RIVER
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 + Visit southcoast.org/urgentcare to check wait 

times, skip the line, and save your spot online.

 + Our 6 locations are open 7 days a week – 8am to 

8pm Monday through Friday, and 9am to 5pm on 

Saturday and Sunday.

 + Walk-ins are welcome and having a Southcoast 

Health physician is not required.

Urgent Care Locations:

Dartmouth, MA

435 State Road

Fairhaven, MA

208 Mill Road

Fall River, MA

450 William S Canning Blvd

Lakeville, MA

12 Main Street

Seekonk, MA

39 Commerce Way

Wareham, MA

Wareham Crossing 
2421 Cranberry Highway

If your condition is an emergency, please call 911 or go to the  

nearest emergency room.

Download the Southcoast Health app today!

Scan 
to make an 
appointment

Here when 

you need us
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2025 Annual Chamber Invitational Golf Tournament

Fall River Office
155 North Main Stret, Fall River, MA 02720 
Phone:508-673-5808 Fax: 508-677-4828

New Bedford Office
949 Ashley Blvd., New Bedford , MA 02745 
Phone:508-998-2101  Fax:508-998-8151

Taunton Office
111 Dean St, STE 1 Taunton, MA 
Phone:508-823-0073 Fax:508-823-0046

One SouthCoast Chamber is excited to announce its Annual Chamber Invitational Golf  Tournament, scheduled 

for Monday, April 28, 2025, at the esteemed Fall River Country Club. This event offers a unique blend of  

competitive golf  and valuable networking opportunities for professionals across the SouthCoast region.

 

Participants will enjoy an 18-hole scramble format tournament, with prizes awarded to the top three teams. 

The registration fee of  $250 per golfer includes a golf  cart, lunch, a golfer's gift bag, and additional surprises. 

Corporate foursomes are available at $1,300, which also includes a quarter-page advertisement in the Golf  Guide 

Program. 

Proceeds from the tournament will support the Chamber's ongoing mission to advocate for business 

advancement, economic growth, and job creation in the SouthCoast region.

Sponsorship Opportunities:

The Chamber offers various sponsorship packages for businesses aiming to gain visibility and demonstrate 

support for the community. Interested parties can contact Kimberly Coroa-Moniz at kmoniz@onesouthcoast.

com for more information. 

Don't miss this opportunity to enjoy a day of  golf  while supporting initiatives that drive the SouthCoast's 

economic vitality. Register today to secure your spot in this premier event.
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MARCH Policy Pulse
Competitiveness has been a hot-button 
topic on Beacon Hill over the past few 
years. This is a theme that One South-
Coast has been advocating for on a regu-
lar basis. Massachusetts ranks among the 
top five most expensive states in terms 
of  healthcare, energy, childcare, housing, 
and many taxation metrics, including un-
employment. Coming out of  COVID, we 
have seen an increase in outmigration, par-
ticularly from young adults, and a decrease 
in domestic migration. This means fewer 
Americans are interested in moving and 
investing here, and more Massachusetts 
natives are choosing to put down roots in 
more affordable areas of  the country.

As these trends have worsened since the 
pandemic, leaders on Beacon Hill have ex-
pressed an understanding and an effort to 
address some of  the state’s competitive-
ness challenges. The first monumental ef-
fort was passing tax cuts in 2023, which 
both the Governor and the State Legisla-
ture deserve a lot of  credit for. While this 
was a step in the right direction, Massa-
chusetts still ranks 41st in the 2025 State 
Tax Competitiveness Index. 

This is why, in 2024, less than a year af-
ter passing historic tax cuts, we were con-
cerned to see Governor Healey had pro-
posed legislation that would enable tax 
increases. The Governor’s proposal, the 
Municipal Empowerment Act, provided 
several flexibilities for cities and towns 
across the Commonwealth. Many flexibili-
ties were considered commonsense and 
necessary, such as continued outdoor din-
ing for restaurants coming out of  the pan-
demic. On the other hand, she also includ-
ed some alarming flexibilities that would 
allow cities and towns to raise their taxes 
on meals, hotels/lodging, and motor ve-
hicle excise tax. Reducing taxes at the state 
level and raising them at the local level is 
not improving our competitiveness. It is 
simply shifting the burden. Thanks to im-
mediate pushback from constituents, and 
business organizations like One South-

Coast, the legislature divided the legisla-
tion, passed some important flexibilities, 
and ignored the local tax option. 

Despite failing the previous session, Gov-
ernor Healey reintroduced her Municipal 
Empowerment Act to the legislature in 
January. Once again, she included sever-
al new flexibilities that would help cities 
and towns, such as adjustments to town 
meeting laws, improved cybersecurity pro-
cesses, and property tax exemptions for 
seniors. Along with some of  these reason-
able adjustments, she included the same 
“revenue generators,” aka tax increases on 
meals, hotels/lodging, and motor vehicle 
excise taxes. Her proposal allows munici-
palities to raise their lodging tax from 6% 
to 7%, their meals tax from 0.75% to 1%, 
and up to a 5% surcharge on motor ve-
hicle excise taxes. 

One SouthCoast Chamber has formally 
opposed several sections of  Governor 
Maura Healey's new Municipal Empow-
erment Act, warning that proposed local 
tax increases could further strain residents 
and businesses across Southeastern Mas-
sachusetts. In a letter to our entire state 
delegation, we write, "For most residents 
on the Southcoast, owning and using a 
vehicle is not a luxury—it is a necessity," 
the Chamber emphasized in its letter. "In-
creasing the excise tax could impact a stu-
dent's ability to get to school, a parent's 
ability to get to work, and a family's ability 
to get groceries."

When a tax on tourism dollars, such as 
meals and hotel taxes, is reinvested into 

tourism efforts through marketing, cam-
paigns, beautification, and more, the tax 
can result in a significant return on invest-
ment that continues to build upon itself. 
One SouthCoast has been supportive of  
this type of  taxation in the past. Unfortu-
nately, the Governor’s proposal does not 
accomplish this. With her latest proposal, 
municipalities would have the flexibility to 
direct this new revenue away from tourism 
and into the general fund.

Despite being surrounded by world-re-
nowned tourism destinations, including 
Boston to the north, Cape Cod to the east, 
Martha’s Vineyard to the south, and Provi-
dence to the West, the Southcoast punch-
es above its weight. With attractions like 
Battleship Cove, The Narrows, The Zei-
terion Theatre, the Whaling Museum, and 
miles and miles of  beautiful coastline, the 
Southcoast should focus on being more 
competitive and reinvesting tourism rev-
enue into our beautiful Southcoast brand.  

We are not going to argue that an extra few 
cents on a burger or an extra few dollars 
on a hotel is going to make a material dif-
ference in someone’s wallet. It is the fact 
that when combined with all of  the ad-
ditional costs that are already overburden-
ing our residents and businesses, this will 
continue to drive our families and friends 
out of  our state. Once again, it is up to 
all of  us to oppose these measures, which 
will continue to make Massachusetts less 
competitive, less affordable, and less de-
sirable. We encourage everyone to contact 
their State Senator and State Representa-
tive to ensure they know Massachusetts 
does not need more taxes. If  you have 
any questions about who they are or what 
to say, please reach out to Ian Trombly at 
itrombly@onesouthcoast.com.

Ian Trombly
Vice President of  Public Policy 



COMING UP
March

SOUTHCOAST JOB FAIR

White’s of Westport

MAR 20, 9 AM - 2 PM

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

Empire Ford

MAR 27, 5-7 PM

FALL RIVER STATE OF BUSINESS

Fall River Country Club

APR 3, 11:30 AM - 1 PM

April

BUSINESS BUILDERS BREAKFAST

Fall River Children’s Museum

APR 8, 8:30 - 10 AM

MOSAIC

Bristol Community College

APR 8, 4 - 6:30 PM

MEMBERSHIP 101 

OSC Fall River Office

APR 15, 9 - 10 AM

WOMEN’S POWER LUNCH 

Stumpy’s Hatchet House

APR 11, 12 - 1:30 PM

CHAMBER INVITATIONAL

Fall River Country Club

APR 28, 10 AM

CELEBRITY DINNER 
Venus de Milo

MAY 20, 6 PM

May

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS

BankFive

APR 24, 5-7 PM

SPRING 2025
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THINKING OF SELLING?
Either commercial or residential, an
experienced agent gets the job
done. 

Contact #508-904-9107
ChrisHannon@realtyexecutives.com

METRO SOUTH

YOUR LOCAL
EXPERT

CHRIS
HANNON
REALTOR®

YOU COULD
SAVE MONEY
WITH GEICO

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans, and features are not available in all states, in all GEICO companies, or in all situations. GEICO is a

registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, DC 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO

Gecko® image © 1999-2024. © 2024 GEICO #0M94814

With low rates, personalized service, and a local office near you, it makes
sense to switch to GEICO.

Plus, you could save even more by combining your policies. Don't wait
any longer – get a free quote today.

Aaron Burwick
geico.com/raynham-burwick

770 New State Hwy, Raynham

508-844-2311

COMING UP
White’s of Westport

Empire Ford

Fall River Country Club

Fall River Children’s Museum

Bristol Community College

OSC Fall River Office

Stumpy’s Hatchet House

Fall River Country Club

 
Venus de Milo

BankFive

SPRING 2025
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 ADVERTISING & MEDIA

Corporate Image Apparel Inc

10% Off One Order Per Year

(508) 676.3099

Interactive Palette

5% Off Website Packages

(781) 930.3199

Mallard Printing

10% Discount

(508) 675.5733

Minuteman Press

10% Discount on Jobs

(508) 994.7700

(508) 994.2064

Radio Voz do Emigrant

WHTB 1400 AM & 93.7 FM

25% Off Advertising for 

New Clients Only      

(508) 207.8382

WJFD 97.3 Portuguese Radio

25% off package above $1,600

for new clients

(508) 997.2929

WPRI

Free Advertising/

Marketing Consultation

(401) 228.1815

WSAR 1480 AM

10% Off Advertising for 

New Clients Only, 

(Packages Above $2,000)

(508) 678.9727

AUTOMOTIVE 

Empire Hyundai

10% Off Parts & Labor

15% Off All Accessories   

Purchased at Parts Counter/

Service Desk 

(508) 673.7646

Spindle City Auto Glass

10% Off Any Service                

(May not be combined 

with other offers)

(508) 677.3063

Sullivan Tire & Auto

Full Service Regular Oil Change

$19.95

(508) 674.4068

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES 

The Cocktail Guru

20% off Services

(646) 279.3106

Cindy Ko Photography

Boudoir by Cindy Ko

$240 image credit with any 

booking for Headshot Day

cindy@cindykophotography.com

(857) 294.2165

Dottie LeBeau

Food Safety Consultant

10% Off First Inspection

(401) 385.9040

Isaksen Solar

$1,000 off Residential Systems and 5%

off Commercial Systems. 

Contact Chris Johnson 

(508) 491.6421

Massive Brand Consulting

Complimentary Ascension to 

Profits Planning Session

(774) 223.7598

Photographer Lisa Anne

10% Off Business Portraits

(508) 525.1849

Wellfleet Enterprises, Inc.

Free Initial Consultation

stephen@wellfleetenterprises.com

(978) 290.1955



The Member 2 Member Discount program will help you build 

business-to-business relationships with other companies and 

organizations by offering products and services at a discount to 

other One SouthCoast Chamber members and their employees. 

This program encourages members to buy from other members 

to save money, increase visibility and promote new business for 

their companies.

This great marketing opportunity is free to you as a member of  

One SouthCoast Chamber.

Email Katie Greene at kgreene@onesouthcoast.com for 

additional information and/or to post your special offer!

22Member Member
PERSONAL SERVICES

Appraisal Power

10% Off Any Appraisal Service

(508) 525.4800

Boys & Girls Club of Fall River 

$5 Off $25 Annual Membership 

(youth ages 6-18)

(508) 672.6340

Center for Sight

$50 Off Pair of Eyeglasses or

$500.00 Off Lasik

(508) 730.2020

Delken Dry Cleaning

10% Off

(508) 679.0999

D. E. Rodrigues & Company, Inc

Free Initial Consultation

(508) 679.6079

Meganet Communications

10% Off, One Month Free

(508) 646.0030

New Bedford Harbor Hotel

20% off 

(508) 999.1292

O’Brien Plumbing & Heating, Co.

10% Off

(508) 679.3368

Lamacchia Realty

Dawn Rusin

$500 Off Closing Costs or a 

Complimentary Moving Van

(508) 677.3629

Rob Roy Academy

Complimentary Service 

(Excludes Chemical Services, 

including color, perm)

(508) 672.4751

Sawejko Communications

10% off

(508) 673.0329

RESTAURANTS

Blount Clam Shack & 

Company Store 

10% Off

(774) 888.0050

Harry’s Restaurant

10% Off Entire Purchase

(508) 672.9405

Shorty's Pub

10% Off Food Only

(508) 678-1133

SPORTS & RECREATION

Battleship Cove

20% Off

(508) 678.1100

Children’s Museum of 

Greater Fall River

10% Off Admission

(508) 672.0033

Rotch-Jones-Duff House

$5 Off Individual/

$10 Off Family Membership

(508) 997.1401

Stumpy's Hatchet House

20% Your Entire Party For Your First

Visit

(508) 768-0119

Boost B2B connections
by offering exclusive
discounts to fellow
Chamber members!

Save money, increase
visibility, and grow your
business—all for free.

Email 

 to join or share your
offer!

kgreene@onesouthcoast.com



New Bedford Office:  
25 Elm Street, Suite 101
New Bedford, MA 02740 
(508) 999.5231 • fax (508) 999.5237

Fall River Office:  
200 Pocasset Street 
Fall River, MA 02721 
(508) 676.8226 • fax (508) 675.5932

2025 Media Partners

2025 Co-Title Sponsors 2025 Gold Sponsors 2025 Silver Sponsors

I N C .

FALL RIVER  /  NEW BEDFORD  /  SWANSEA

BUYEMPIREAUTOGROUP.COM

PRE-OWNED

EMPIRE AUTO GROUP

2025 Platinum Sponsors


