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One SouthCoast Navigator is the official news publication of One SouthCoast Chamber

New Bedford Office:  
25 Elm Street, Suite 101
New Bedford, MA 02740 
(508) 999.5231 • fax (508) 999.5237

Fall River Office:  
200 Pocasset Street 
Fall River, MA 02721 
(508) 676.8226 • fax (508) 675.5932

General inquiries:  info@onesouthcoast.com

Chamber Staff:

CEO, Michael O’Sullivan 
Vice President of Finance & Operations, Dorothy Botelho, IOM 
Vice President of Corporate Member Engagement & Sponsorships, Kimberly Coroa Moniz
Vice President of Marketing & Events, Katie Greene
Vice President of Public Policy, Ian Trombly
Director of Membership & Retention, Clifford Athouriste
Marketing & Communications Coordinator, Hunter Tackett
Executive Director, Southeastern Massachusetts Visitors Bureau, Chrisanne Tyrrell
Executive Director, Viva Fall River, Patti Rego
Executive Director, Fall River Arts and Culture Coalition (FRACC), Tracy Silva Barbosa

2025 OFFICERS & EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Executive Committee:   

• Chair: Rose Lopes, Sylvia Group
• Immediate Past Chair: Eileen Migliozzi, St. Anne's Credit Union
• Treasurer:  Matthew Schondek, Fall River Municipal Credit Union
• Vice Chair-Government Affairs: Paul Chasse, REALTOR® Association of Southeast-

ern Massachusetts
• Vice Chair-Small Business: Curtis Nelson, Nelson Insurance & Financial Services
• Vice Chair-Governance Committee: Doug Glassman, SERVPRO 
• Vice Chair-One SouthCoast Chamber Foundation: Carl Sawejko, Sawejko Commu-

nications
• Vice Chair-Diversity, Equity & Inclusion: Gail Fortes
• At Large: William Burns, Southcoast Health System
• At Large: Kim Perry, Waring-Sullivan Funeral Home

Members of the Board of Directors:

Terms to Expire in December 2025:

• Paul Chasse, REALTOR® Association of Southeastern Massachusetts
• Peter Daley, People Incorporated       
• Eileen Migliozzi, St. Anne’s Credit Union

• Monte Ferris, Venus de Milo
• Gail Fortes, YWCA of Southeastern Massachusetts
• Doug Glassman, SERVPRO of Dartmouth/New Bedford & Marion / Middleboro
• Gary P. Howayeck, Law Office of Gary Howayeck, PC
• Anthony Medeiros, Mechanics Cooperative Bank
• Curtis Nelson, Nelson Insurance & Financial Services
• Arti Pacheco, New York Life
• Kim Perry, Waring-Sullivan Funeral Home

Terms to Expire in December 2026:

• William Burns, Southcoast Health System 
• Stephen W. Connulty, Paul & Dixon Insurance
• Catherine Dillon, BankFive    
• Charlie Fellows, Lafrance Hospitality
• Jeffrey Glassman, Darn It, Inc.
• Jeff Pagliuca, Bristol County Savings Bank
• Marie Pellegrino, BayCoast Bank
• Derek Santos, New Bedford Economic Development Council
• Matt Zenni, Liberty Utilities 

Terms to Expire in December 2028:

• Nathan Araujo, Advance Career Services
• Kevin Carando, Acushnet Company
• Barbara Casagrande, AHEAD
• Dr. Mark Fuller, UMass Dartmouth 
• Cindy Ko, Cindy Ko Photography
• Rose Lopes, Sylvia Group
• Lynne Mastera, Precix
• Douglas Rodrigues, D. E. Rodrigues & Company, Inc.
• Carl Sawejko, Sawejko Communications
• Matthew Schondek, Fall River Municipal Credit Union
• Bernadette Souza, Youth Opportunites Unlimited

The Massachusetts Small Business Center (MSBDC) Network provides one-to-
one free comprehensive and confidential services focusing on, business growth 
and strategies, financing and loan assistance as well as strategic, marketing and 
operational analysis. In addition, low cost educational training programs are offered 
across the state targeted to the needs of small business.

Massachusetts Small Business Development Center Network
200 Pocasset Street, Fall River, MA 02721

Phone: (508) 673.9783   Fax: (508) 674.1929
www.msbdc.org

www.facebook.com/msbdc





Did Somebody Say “Chowder”?

Let’s get one thing straight—
as proud New Englanders, 
we don’t say chowder. We 
say CHOWDAH! And as the 
weather cools and fall rolls in, 
there’s no better way to celeb-
rate the season than with a big, 
hearty bowl of  this creamy, 
coastal classic.

That’s where The Blount Fine 
Foods New Bedford Seaport 
Chowderfest comes in! Blount 
Fine Foods, our incredible tit-
le sponsor, has been crafting 
quality food since 1880 and 
still calls Fall River home. Their 
delicious soups and chowders 
are on store shelves across the 
country—but they’ve never 
forgotten their roots. That’s why 
they’re the perfect partner for 
the tastiest festival on the South 
Coast.

Chowderfest is not just about 
chowdah (even though it is the 
star of  the show). Many local 
restaurants will serve up their 
signature soups, stuffed qua-
hogs, and more. They’re not 
just here to feed the crowds—
they’re battling for bragging 
rights in the “Best Chowder,” 
“Best Soup,” and “Best Qua-
hog” competitions, judged by 
both expert panels and YOU, 
the people, in the popular “Peo-
ple’s Choice” awards. Trophies 
are up for grabs, and the com-

petition is delicious.

Of  course, you’ll need so-
mething to wash it all down. 
Lucky for you, Moby Dick and 
Buzzards Bay Brewery will 
be pouring their award-winning 
microbrews, and the Cocktail 
Guru is back with a brand-
new signature cocktail. Prefer 
something non-alcoholic? No 
problem—family-friendly drinks 
and treats will be available all 
day.

Speaking of  family fun, Chow-
derfest is packed with activities 
for all ages. From face painting 
and balloon animals to hands-
on crafts and games in the fa-
mily zone, there’s something for 
everyone. Be Kind Rewind will 
be playing all afternoon to keep 
the good vibes going on City 
Pier 3.

Looking for something extra 
special? Don’t miss our VIP 

Experience thanks to the 
awesome team at The Black 
Whale and the legendary Ste-
ve Silverstein. VIPs will enjoy 
exclusive access to The Black 
Whale’s waterfront deck with a 
specially curated tasting menu, 
plus early 11 a.m. access to 
sample soups and chowders 
from participating restaurants 
under the tent. Only 120 VIP 
tickets will be sold—each one 
includes a special gift courtesy 
of  The Black Whale!

So mark your calendar—Satur-
day, October 11 is the day to 
dig in. Tastings run from 12–3 
PM, but the music, dancing, 
and fun go until 5 PM. Shuttle 
buses will run from the Wha-
le’s Tooth parking lot for easy 
access.

Whether you call it chowder or 
chowdah, one thing’s for sure: 
Chowderfest is the perfect 
way to kick off  fall. Grab your 
tickets now online at 
onesouthcoast.com.

Sincerely,

Mike O'Sullivan 
CEO
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 + Visit southcoast.org/urgentcare to check wait 

times, skip the line, and save your spot online.

 + Our 6 locations are open 7 days a week – 8am to 

8pm Monday through Friday, and 9am to 5pm on 

Saturday and Sunday.

 + Walk-ins are welcome and having a Southcoast 

Health physician is not required.

Urgent Care Locations:

Dartmouth, MA

435 State Road

Fairhaven, MA

208 Mill Road

Fall River, MA

450 William S Canning Blvd

Lakeville, MA

12 Main Street

Seekonk, MA

39 Commerce Way

Wareham, MA

Wareham Crossing 
2421 Cranberry Highway

If your condition is an emergency, please call 911 or go to the  

nearest emergency room.

Download the Southcoast Health app today!

Scan 
to make an 
appointment

Here when 

you need us



               





One SouthCoast Chamber is proud 
to announce that Anthony R. Sa-
pienza will be honored at the annual 
Roger Valcourt Outstanding Citizen 
Award Dinner, to be held on Wed-
nesday, September 10, 2025, at Cen-
tury House in Acushnet.

A respected leader in the men’s 
apparel industry, Anthony “Tony” 
Sapienza brings over four decades 
of  executive experience to the table, 
most recently serving as President 
and CEO of  JA Apparel Corp. 
Under his leadership, the iconic 
Joseph Abboud brand experienced 
significant growth, ultimately leading 
to its $95 million acquisition by The 
Men’s Wearhouse in 2013. His deep 
industry knowledge also stems from 
key roles with Joseph Abboud Ma-
nufacturing Corp. in New Bedford, 
as well as leadership positions with 
Southwick/Grieco Bros., GFT USA 
Corp, and Joseph J. Pietrafesa Corp., 
where he managed operations for 
high-profile labels such as Brooks 
Brothers, Calvin Klein, Giorgio Ar-
mani, and Polo.

Beyond his remarkable business 
career, Mr. Sapienza has remained 
deeply committed to the South Coast 
community through decades of  civic 
engagement. He currently serves as 
President of  the Board of  the New 
Bedford Economic Development 
Council and has held influential 
positions on numerous nonprofit 
and educational boards, including 
the New Bedford Whaling Museum, 
Bristol Community College, and the 
New Bedford Light. A champion 

of  workforce development, he has 
led both the Greater New Bedford 
Workforce Investment Board and the 
Mass Jobs Council.

His enduring contributions have 
earned him numerous accolades, 
including the SouthCoast Chamber’s 
Community Leadership Award and 
the SouthCoast Media Group’s Busi-
nessperson of  the Year.

Mr. Sapienza holds a B.A. in Socio-
logy from the University of  Pennsyl-
vania and a Master of  Urban Affairs 
from Boston University. A veteran of  
the U.S. Army Reserves, he continues 
to serve his community as a volun-
teer and is an avid golfer, skier, sailor, 
and reader.

Organizations and people throug-
hout the region can help in hono-
ring Mr. Sapienza and all that he 
has accomplished by attending the 

Roger Valcourt Memorial Dinner 
on September 10. Tickets are $75 
per person and are available at ones-
outhcoast.com. The event will begin 
with registration at 5:30 p.m., fol-
lowed by dinner at 6:00 p.m. and the 
formal program at 6:30 p.m. 

One SouthCoast Chamber presents 
the Outstanding Citizen Award to 
an exceptional individual within the 
community in memory of  Roger 
Valcourt. The Outstanding Citizen 
Award has long been designated as 
the most prestigious award within the 
business community. It is bestowed 
annually upon a citizen who has a 
long record of  volunteerism and le-
adership that has produced a measu-
rable and lasting contribution to the 
region. The standard is high because 
of  an outstanding individual named 
Roger Valcourt.

The Outstanding Citizen Award 
was named in memory of  Roger 
Valcourt. Mr. Valcourt passed away 
suddenly in 1979. He was a person 
who bestowed great character and 
commitment to community along 
with a reputation for excellence. The 
Chamber has since paid tribute to 
the life and achievements of  Roger 
Valcourt through the annual pre-
sentment of  the Outstanding Citizen 
Award. 

Join us in honoring Anthony R. Sapienza as an outstanding citizen





GREATER NEW BEDFORD

WORKFORCE BOARD

& 

CAREER CENTER

How can we you today?help

Job Seeker Services

 X Adults & Youths 

 X Career Counseling & Planning

 X Job Search Guidance & Assistance

 X Professional Development Workshops & 

Resume Writing

 X Resource Room, Internet & Office Equipment

Employer Services

 X State Website Job Postings

 X Qualified Candidates 

 X Recruitment Activities 

 X Screenings & Assessments

 X Job Fairs & Recruitments

 X Labor Market Data

 X Training Grant Info 

 X            

MassHire Programs & Services are funded in part by US Department of 

Labor (USDOL) Employment and Training Administration grants as well 
as non-federal funded grants. (Additional details furnished upon request.)

www.masshiregreaternewbedford.com

Call our Career Center  

at (774) 762-5081

Services are provided at no-cost.

A proud parnter of

network





               



15

Personal & Business

FREE Checking Account
 ŅNo Monthly Service Fees

 Ņ  No Minimum Balance Requirement

 ŅNo Worries!

Scan to Open 

an Account!

Member FDIC. Member DIF.

®
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THINKING OF SELLING?
Either commercial or residential, an
experienced agent gets the job
done. 

Contact #508-904-9107
ChrisHannon@realtyexecutives.com

METRO SOUTH

YOUR LOCAL
EXPERT

CHRIS
HANNON
REALTOR®



22Member Member
 ADVERTISING & MEDIA

Corporate Image Apparel Inc

10% Off One Order Per Year

(508) 676.3099

Interactive Palette

5% Off Website Packages

(781) 930.3199

Mallard Printing

10% Discount

(508) 675.5733

Minuteman Press

10% Discount on Jobs

(508) 994.7700

(508) 994.2064

Radio Voz do Emigrant

WHTB 1400 AM & 93.7 FM

25% Off Advertising for 

New Clients Only      

(508) 207.8382

WJFD 97.3 Portuguese Radio

25% off package above $1,600

for new clients

(508) 997.2929

WPRI

Free Advertising/

Marketing Consultation

(401) 228.1815

WSAR 1480 AM

10% Off Advertising for 

New Clients Only, 

(Packages Above $2,000)

(508) 678.9727

AUTOMOTIVE 

Empire Hyundai

10% Off Parts & Labor

15% Off All Accessories   

Purchased at Parts Counter/

Service Desk 

(508) 673.7646

Spindle City Auto Glass

10% Off Any Service                

(May not be combined 

with other offers)

(508) 677.3063

Sullivan Tire & Auto

Full Service Regular Oil Change

$19.95

(508) 674.4068

BUSINESS & PROFESSIONAL

SERVICES 

The Cocktail Guru

20% off Services

(646) 279.3106

Cindy Ko Photography

Boudoir by Cindy Ko

$240 image credit with any 

booking for Headshot Day

cindy@cindykophotography.com

(857) 294.2165

Dottie LeBeau

Food Safety Consultant

10% Off First Inspection

(401) 385.9040

Isaksen Solar

$1,000 off Residential Systems and 5%

off Commercial Systems. 

Contact Chris Johnson 

(508) 491.6421

Massive Brand Consulting

Complimentary Ascension to 

Profits Planning Session

(774) 223.7598

Photographer Lisa Anne

10% Off Business Portraits

(508) 525.1849

Wellfleet Enterprises, Inc.

Free Initial Consultation

stephen@wellfleetenterprises.com

(978) 290.1955



The Member 2 Member Discount program will help you build 

business-to-business relationships with other companies and 

organizations by offering products and services at a discount to 

other One SouthCoast Chamber members and their employees. 

This program encourages members to buy from other members 

to save money, increase visibility and promote new business for 

their companies.

This great marketing opportunity is free to you as a member of  

One SouthCoast Chamber.

Email Katie Greene at kgreene@onesouthcoast.com for 

additional information and/or to post your special offer!

22Member Member
PERSONAL SERVICES

Appraisal Power

10% Off Any Appraisal Service

(508) 525.4800

Boys & Girls Club of Fall River 

$5 Off $25 Annual Membership 

(youth ages 6-18)

(508) 672.6340

Center for Sight

$50 Off Pair of Eyeglasses or

$500.00 Off Lasik

(508) 730.2020

Delken Dry Cleaning

10% Off

(508) 679.0999

D. E. Rodrigues & Company, Inc

Free Initial Consultation

(508) 679.6079

Meganet Communications

10% Off, One Month Free

(508) 646.0030

New Bedford Harbor Hotel

20% off 

(508) 999.1292

O’Brien Plumbing & Heating, Co.

10% Off

(508) 679.3368

Lamacchia Realty

Dawn Rusin

$500 Off Closing Costs or a 

Complimentary Moving Van

(508) 677.3629

Rob Roy Academy

Complimentary Service 

(Excludes Chemical Services, 

including color, perm)

(508) 672.4751

Sawejko Communications

10% off

(508) 673.0329

RESTAURANTS

Blount Clam Shack & 

Company Store 

10% Off

(774) 888.0050

Harry’s Restaurant

10% Off Entire Purchase

(508) 672.9405

Shorty's Pub

10% Off Food Only

(508) 678-1133

SPORTS & RECREATION

Battleship Cove

20% Off

(508) 678.1100

Children’s Museum of 

Greater Fall River

10% Off Admission

(508) 672.0033

Rotch-Jones-Duff House

$5 Off Individual/

$10 Off Family Membership

(508) 997.1401

Stumpy's Hatchet House

20% Your Entire Party For Your First

Visit

(508) 768-0119

Boost B2B connections
by offering exclusive
discounts to fellow
Chamber members!

Save money, increase
visibility, and grow your
business—all for free.

Email 

 to join or share your
offer!

kgreene@onesouthcoast.com



New Bedford Office:  
25 Elm Street, Suite 101
New Bedford, MA 02740 
(508) 999.5231 • fax (508) 999.5237

Fall River Office:  
200 Pocasset Street 
Fall River, MA 02721 
(508) 676.8226 • fax (508) 675.5932

2025 Media Partners

2025 Co-Title Sponsors 2025 Gold Sponsors 2025 Silver Sponsors

I N C .

FALL RIVER  /  NEW BEDFORD  /  SWANSEA

BUYEMPIREAUTOGROUP.COM

PRE-OWNED

EMPIRE AUTO GROUP

2025 Platinum Sponsors


